
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING: Thursday, August 22, 2002, 7:45 a.m., Room 206, County-City

Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS AND OTHERS
IN ATTENDANCE:

Members: Jeff Searcy, Pat O’Donnell, VJ Nelson, Kim Todd, Karen
Kilgarin, Jim Hewitt and Tom Laging

Others: Steve Cook and Dennis Scheer (Clark Enersen), Jeff Cole and
Dallas McGee (Urban Development), Kent Seacrest (1111
Lincoln Mall, Ste 300), Matt Metcalf (Davis Design/Farmers
Mutual), Jim Dobler and Greg Allen (Farmers Mutual of
Nebraska), Lori McClurg (State of Nebraska - Dept. of Admin
Services), Lynn Johnson, Mark Canney, and Jerry Shorney
(Parks & Recreation), Missy Minner (Planning Dept.)

STATED PURPOSE 
OF THE MEETING: Regular Meeting of the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission

Searcy called the meeting to order and called for the vote to approve the June 26 minutes.  Minutes were
approved as distributed.

Application by The Clark Enersen Partnership for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work at
1010 Lincoln Mall (“NEBCO Building”) in the Capitol Environs District - 

Steve Cook of Clark Enersen appeared.  This portion of the application addresses the curb and perimeter
walk area around Lincoln Mall and their building.  They will come back with specific landscape plans at a
later meeting.  

This part of the application includes closing curb cuts on Lincoln Mall, an extension at 10th & K to allow
for a deceleration lane as requested by Public Works, and installing a special paver treatment to
emphasize the corners at the intersections.  They would like to use colored concrete pavers in an earthy
color.  Additionally, they have shifted the sidewalk at 10th Street to allow for an adequate planting area as
directed by Parks & Recreation.

They are waiting to proceed with the landscaping so that they might coordinate with the Lincoln Mall
Redevelopment Plan.  There has not yet been a final decision about what to do along 10th Street - whether
to provide a barrier between the sidewalk and the street or to allow for parking and access to the sidewalk.

With no one further appearing, the public hearing was closed.

Members agreed to table action on this item until the discussion on Agenda Item #4 by Dallas McGee had
been heard.  
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Application by Farmers Mutual Insurance Company for a Certificate of Appropriateness for work
at the southeast corner of 12th & K Streets in the Capitol Environs District - 

Todd explained that it is the intent of Farmers Mutual to exceed the City standards for landscaping in
parking lots.  They have chosen to keep one parking lot 2.5' higher than the other.   The landscape plan
includes the removal of two Weeping Cherries.  The existing two Norway Maples will either remain or be
replaced as street trees.  The frontage is turf.  The landscape plan includes the following plant materials: 
Golden Raindrop Crabapples, Mancana Ash, Sugartyme Crabs, a mix of low junipers and Knockout shrub
roses, with Gro-Low Sumac mixed in and massed at the corner.  On the other side there will be a
continuation of the Sumac and Juniper with Chenault Corral Berry.  There will also be a mix of primrose,
Russian Sage, Blaze Little Bluestem, Prairie Dropseed, and Walker’s Low Catmint.

The turf will have underground irrigation, everything else will have drip irrigation.  There will also be
quick couplers for hand watering.

With no one further appearing, the public hearing was closed.

Hewitt moved approval of the project as presented, seconded by O’Donnell.  Motion carried 6-0,
Kilgarin, Nelson, Hewitt, Laging, O’Donnell and Searcy voting ‘yes’; Todd abstaining.

Recommendation to City Council on amendment to Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan for
Lincoln Mall area - 

McGee stated that this is the second part of a project presented earlier in concept form.  They are
currently working to create a tax increment financing district from 10th to 14th which includes the new
NEBCO building and properties on both sides of the Mall.  A tax increment financing district allows
funding of public improvements within the district.  They intend to create the district then work with
Parks and a landscape architect to design the improvements up and down the Mall.  There will be
improvements in the median, as well as, along the sides of the street.  This redevelopment is not
extensive.  It focuses on street furniture, landscaping and irrigation.  The tax increment financing district
is scheduled before City Council on September 9, 2002.  Once the district is approved, this can move
forward.  A more detailed plan will be brought back to the Commission once the district is created and the
plan has been developed.

Once the district is created, the design will be created this fall with construction beginning next spring or
fall.

Hewitt indicated that he had a conflict of interest in this matter and would not participate in the discussion
or vote.  

O’Donnell asked what the tax increment financing district would allow that they wouldn’t otherwise be
able to do. Johnson indicated that it would allow for a consistent landscape screen right up to the faces of
the buildings by working with the property owners.

McGee added that the median will be maintained by Parks.  The property owners will continue to
maintain what they currently do.  The maintenance of the trash receptacles will be worked out through the
City.  
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Laging asked about the possibility of creating a maintenance district.  McGee indicated that could and
probably would be discussed.  The DLA maintenance district is funded partly by the City and partly by
front footage.  DLA has indicated that they have no interest in being part of another maintenance district
or extending their existing district.

Laging suggested that the landscaping along the 10th Street side be made consistent.  

O’Donnell stated that he is generally uncomfortable with TIF financing.  While Lincoln has done a good
job with these, he has seen serious abuses in other areas of the state.  Laging pointed out that this is one of
the few mechanisms you have to make improvements to properties and he would hate to see them go by
the wayside.

Searcy moved a recommendation of support for the creation of the tax increment financing district,
seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried 5-0; Kilgarin, Nelson, Laging, Searcy, and Todd voting ‘yes’;
Hewitt and O’Donnell abstaining.

Action on Application by The Clark Enersen Partnership for a Certificate of Appropriateness for
work at 1010 Lincoln Mall (“NEBCO Building”) in the Capitol Environs District -

Cook clarified that they want concrete pavers, but can’t promise that those are universally supported. 
They may end up with scored concrete.

Laging stated that scored concrete is not in the category of ornamental paving.  This is a mall that
deserves some extras.   

Laging moved that ornamental paving be made the standard on Lincoln Mall, that scored concrete is not
considered ornamental paving, that the design conform to the guidelines, that color samples be brought
back to the Commission, with approval of the balance of the plans presented to the Commission,
seconded by Todd.  Motion carried 6-0; Kilgarin, Nelson, Laging, Searcy, Todd and O’Donnell voting
‘yes’; Hewitt abstaining.

Miscellaneous - Commission members agreed to continue with meetings being held on the 4th Thursday
of the month at 7:45 am.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m.
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